ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

The people of Illinois were not unanimous in
their attitude to the slavery question. In the
north, where immigration from free states had
largely determined the composition of the
people, opinion was opposed to slavery; in the
south, where immigration from slave states had
occurred, there was correspondingly an opinion
in its favour; while in the centre, where the
Whigs were still strong, advocates oC extreme
abolitionism had caused many people to react in
favour of the Democratic party. Lincoln and
Douglas had to walk carefully among the varied
opinions, and on the whole it looked as if
Douglas could count on the greater support.
For Lincoln it was most important to appear as
a moderate if he was not to alienate central
Illinois, but not too moderate if he was to retain
the support of northern Illinois, where the
Abolitionists might oppose him,

At the start of the debates Douglas made use
of this dilemma. The first debate was at Ottawa,
in northern Illinois, and there Douglas put
these questions to Lincoln:

*i. Was he in favour of the repeal of the
fugitive slave laxv?

*#, Was he pledged against the admission of
any more slave states to the Union?

*g, Was he pledged against the admission of
new states into the Union with such u constitu-
tion as the people of that state may see fit to
make?
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